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When nominated Federal Chancellor, Hitler even called another person. Goring, to assume supreme control of Prussia, as neither Papen nor Schleicher had done. But the burning of the Reichstag on February 27, 1933, and the subsequent wave of terror can hardly be described as a specifically Prussian policy. Any real difference between Prussian and Imperial policies had disappeared after July 20, 1932.
A last task lay before the conquerors of the North : that of extending their full and undivided power over the major Southern states, and especially Bavaria. Now that the dualism between the Reich and Prussia had been abolished, Preuss's dictum that a united Prussia was incompatible with the German Republic became a reality : Bavaria and the Reich could only meet in a struggle for supreme political power the outcome of which was already decided. Northern left-wingers, during the period between January 30, 1933, and the burning of the Reichstag, might dream of finding in Bavaria a base for opposing Northern Fascism, as the Fascists in 1920-3 had found in that same Bavaria a base for opposing Northern democracy. But the difference was that, while the latter had enjoyed the cooperation of the Northern Reichswehr, a democratically-minded Bavarian opposition would have had to appeal to the terrorised working classes against all the official powers of Northern Germany. The Bavarian Catholics would never do that, though there was no alternative but submission. On February.20, 1933, Held, the Bavarian Prime Minister, announced that any invasion of Bavaria by the Northern Reichswehr would be met by armed resistance. Such resistance could only become a struggle, in alliance with the Northern left-wingers, for the control of Germany, or a Bavarian attempt to secede from the union. The elections of March 4 proved that the majority of the Bavarian lower middle classes, and even a very great part of the Bavarian peasants, were unwilling to follow either course ; whether they liked or disliked Nazism, they preferred it to the alternatives. The next day, Hitler began his Munich coup, and though a majority of the Bavarian people, Catholics and Left-wingers alike, were still opposed to Hitler, Held capitulated as Braun had done ten months before. The Bavarian. Nazis, not the Northern Reichswehr, took control of the state.
German federalism had run its course. Many years before, in Weimar, Preuss had warned the Bavarian and other monarchical particularists that German unity was so firmly established